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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of the Application 

1 . This final office action is in response to applicants' amendment received by the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office on 09 May 201 1 . 

2. Claims 1-31 have been presented in the application, of which, claims 1-29 are 
cancelled and claims 30-31 are new. Accordingly, pending claims 30-31 are addressed 
herein. 

Response to Arguments 

3. The applicants' arguments with respect to claims 30-31 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification sliall conclude witli one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claim 30 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Regarding claim 30, the words "the previously set value" on line 20 render the 
claims indefinite. That is, the claim is indefinite because it is unclear whether the words 
are referring to the instance of "a previously set value" on lines 16-17 or the instance of 
"a previously set value" on lines 18-19. 

Additionally or alternatively, the limitations reciting "the required warning 
conditions include all of (a), (b) and (c)" and "(b) either when the vehicle speed drops 



Application/Control Number: 10/595,904 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3664 

below a previously set value, or when the vehicle speed exceeds a previously set value 
and the time during which the vehicle speed exceeds the previously set value is less 
than or equal to a previously set time" render the claim indefinite. That is, the claim is 
indefinite for one or more of the following reasons: i) the required warning conditions 
include "all" of (b), however limitation (b) includes the word "either". Therefore the claim 
is indefinite because it is unclear whether "all" of the conditions of (b) must be satisfied 
or whether "either" of the conditions of (b) must be satisfied; ii) the claim is indefinite 
because it is unclear whether the claim requires that "the vehicle speed drops below a 
previously set value [...] and the time during which the vehicle speed exceeds the 
previously set value is less than or equal to a previously set time" or whether the claim 
requires that "the vehicle speed exceeds a previously set value and the time during 
which the vehicle speed exceeds the previously set value is less than or equal to a 
previously set time" or whether the claim requires that "the vehicle speed drops below a 
previously set value and the time during which the vehicle speed exceeds the previously 
set value is less than or equal to a previously set time" or "the vehicle speed exceeds a 
previously set value and the time during which the vehicle speed exceeds the previously 
set value is less than or equal to a previously set time". 

It is noted that if the instances of "a previously set value" were renamed to "a first 
previously set value" and "a second previously set value" and the dependent limitations 
were amended accordingly, the indefiniteness would be resolved. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

7. Claims 30-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Murakami et al. (US 6,052,644). 

Regarding claim 30, Murakami et al. teach a fuel saving management system 
comprising, on a motor vehicle: 

information detectors for detecting, respectively, vehicle speed (Fig. 2, element 
50), engine speed (Fig. 2, element 52), and a fuel flow rate ("measuring fuel flow rate" 
see column 3, line 44) as information on a running state of the vehicle (column 3, line 26 
through column 4, line 14); 

an information processing-device (Fig. 3, element 60, "ICU") for processing the 
information detected by the information detectors (column 4, line 66 through column 5, 
line 2; column 5, lines 25-33), the information-processing device also generating a 
warning to a driver (Fig. 3, element 72; Figs. 4-5; Fig. 6, element 126; "[the ICU] 
displays messages to prompt the driver when it detects that excess fuel is being 
consumed" see column 6, lines 32-42) when the vehicle speed, the engine speed and 
the fuel flow rate satisfy required warning conditions; and 

an information storage device (Fig. 3, element 62) storing count values; 

wherein the required warning conditions include all of (a), (b), and (c) below: 
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(a) when the engine speed exceeds a required warning value 
("RPI\/I>ESL" column 15, line 28 through column 16, line 36); 

(b) either when the vehicle speed drops below a previously set value (2 
MPH; column 16, lines 25-48), or when the vehicle speed exceeds a 
previously set value ("V is greater than 1 5") and the time during which the 
vehicle speed exceeds the previously set value is less than or equal to a 
previously set time ("n is less than 250" column 9, lines 30-67); and 

(c) when a fuel flow rate exceeds a previously set value (column 1 1 , lines 
30-33; column 13, line 55-column 14, line 45; column 21 , lines 50-55); 

wherein the information-processing device stores a count value (Table 4, 
element n) into the information storage device when a time during which the vehicle 
speed, the engine speed and the fuel flow rate satisfy the required warning conditions 
exceeds a previously set time. 

It is noted that the value of counter n is updated regardless of whether or not the 
vehicle speed, engine speed and fuel flow rate satisfy the required warning conditions. 
Thus, it is inherent that the count value is updated/stored "when a time during which the 
vehicle speed, the engine speed and the fuel flow rate satisfy the required warning 
conditions exceeds a previously set time." 

Regarding claim 31, Murakami et al. teach a fuel-saving management 

system comprising, on a motor vehicle: 
information detectors for detecting, respectively the vehicle speed (Fig. 2, element 50) 
and an accelerator angle (Fig. 2, element 56; Fig. 8, element 188); 
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an information-processing device (Fig. 3, element 60) for processing the 
information detected by the information detectors (column 4, line 66 through column 5, 
line 2; column 5, lines 25-33), the information-processing device also generating a 
warning to a driver (Fig. 3, element 72; Figs. 4-5; Fig. 6, element 126; "[the ICU] 
displays messages to prompt the driver when it detects that excess fuel Is being 
consumed" see column 6, lines 32-42) when the vehicle speed and the accelerator 
angle satisfy required warning conditions; and 

an information storage device (Fig. 3, element 62) storing count values (Table 4, 
"n"; "counter"); 

wherein the required warning conditions include all of: 

when the vehicle speed exceeds a required warning value (#); and 
when the accelerator angle exceeds a previously set value (column 14, 

lines 46-62); 

wherein the information processing device stores a count value (Table 4, "n" 
"counter") into the information storage device when a time during which the vehicle 
speed and the accelerator angle satisfy the required warning conditions exceeds a 

previously set time. 

It is noted that the value of counter n is updated regardless of whether or not the 
vehicle speed, engine speed and fuel flow rate satisfy the required warning conditions. 
Thus, it is inherent that the count value is updated/stored "when a time during which the 
vehicle speed, the engine speed and the fuel flow rate satisfy the required warning 
conditions exceeds a previously set time." 
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Conclusion 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated tine new ground(s) of rejection presented in 

this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 

CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action Is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DALE MOYER whose telephone number is (571)270- 
7821 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8AM to 
5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Khoi H. Tran can be reached on (571)272-6919. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 -273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Dale Moyer/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3664 

/KHOI TRAN/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3664 



